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3.    The same formula should be applied to local bodies as to
the legislative.
4.    On all public services the different communities should be
proportionately represented with due regard to efficiency. Wherever
therefore   any   community is unrepresented,  all future  appoint-
ments, whether new or to fill up vacancies, should be so made as
to regularize   the proportionate representation.    In other words
there should be no class favouritism or class preference.
The Mussalman friends present made it clear that they merely
gave their individual opinions. They did not bind anybody but
themselves and their opinion was subject to revision if any other
community claimed special or favoured treatment.
5.    Any solution must be an all-India solution and must be
by the consent of all India.
The Sikh friends contended that their special position and
importance in the Punjab required special treatment, i.e., excessive
representation if there Was any communal representation at all in
the Punjab. They said that they would be quite satisfied if com-
munal representation was entirely given up and even if not one
Sikh found place in the Legislature or elsewhere.
The Hindu position seemed to be that there should be no
communal representation at all, but that if there was to be any
it should be under a joint electorate. The Hindu position was
not crystallized. The Punjabi Hindus seemed to dread, at the back
of the Mussalman demand, a sinister design on the part of the
Mussalmans. In fact there is a vague fear in their minds that if
the Mussalmans gain a decisive majority in the administration of
the Punjab, the proximity of the warlike Mussalman tribes would
constitute a most formidable menace to the Punjab in particular
and to India in general.
Such is, as briefly and as accurately as is possible for me to
put, the real position of the respective communities. In these
circumstances, it Was not possible to press the advance to an
immediate solution. I am hoping that at Belgaum there would be
a more formal gathering of representatives to consider the whole
position and to find an acceptable and national solution of the
thorny problem.
THE CONFERENCE
There was nothing notable about the Conference save the feet
that the delegates both at the Subjects Committee and at the Con-
ference gave me the utoost assistance. Even those who disagreed
with me extended the greatest forbearance. I single out this fact,